
NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE. 

"I can't breathe, I can't move". These were the last words of the 46 year old man who was held at 

knee point for a whole of EIGHT MINUTES AND FORTY SIX SECONDS before he died. On may 25, 

Minneapolis police officers arrested George Floyd, after a convenience store employee called 911 

and reported to the police that Mr. Floyd had bought cigarettes with a counterfeit $20 bill.  

Seventeen minutes later, after the first squad car had arrived at the scene, Mr. Floyd was 

unconscious and pinned beneath three police officers, showing no signs of life. His murder was 

deeply criticized all around the country and the world, for merely a few days after his death, America 

has seen the birth of an uprising like never before. Why are people protesting, you may ask? Mr. 

Floyd was an African American man and his murder was wrong. He was not murdered for theft, but 

for his colour. African Americans have been facing racism in the country for the longest time, and 

people have finally started taking serious action to end this oppression. 

American History has never seen an uprising like this, where all 50 states have come together to 

fight against the murder of George Floyd. This insurrection sweeping all over America has frequently 

been compared to the civil rights movement of the 1960s, and much like the 1960s, law 

enforcement officers have met these calls to end police brutality, with even more police brutality. 

Peaceful protests have too often devolved into standoffs with heavily armed police using military 

style tactics to suppress the people. They are seen using tear gas, rubber bullets, helicopters and 

armored vehicles on the protesters, who are unarmed. The police department got heavy duty 

equipment post 9/11, to fight terrorists. This very equipment is now being used on the citizens, who 

are exercising their right to protest. In New York City, the police drove a vehicle INTO a crowd of 

people protesting peacefully. 2 officers in Buffalo, New York, pushed a 75year old man, who fell to 

the ground. The police have also suppressed the media and violated their freedom to press. 

Reporters and journalists are being assaulted when they have done nothing to provoke the police. 

This is not all, this is merely a small glimpse over the frightening and menacing activities taking place 

in America right now. Is this how a democracy, a country where you have the freedom to express 

what you want, is supposed to work? 

During times like this, the citizens of a country would want a supportive leader, who is willing to 

listen to their pleas, and serve the justice they are fighting so hard to get. They would definitely not 

want a leader who lies low and who takes cover within the safe boundaries of his abode, when the 

people of his country are protesting for impartiality and egalitarianism outside that very abode. As 

protesters gathered outside the White House on Friday night in Washington, DC, the President was 

briefly taken to the underground bunker for a period of time, according to a White House official and 

a law enforcement source.  

People are not only fighting for George Floyd. People are fighting for the thousands of innocent 

Black Americans who have lost their lives at the hands of merciless cops, merely because of the color 

of their skin.  Botham Jean, 26 his murderer, Amber Guyger, claims to have walked into his 

apartment assuming it was hers, and shot him on the spot, as an act of “self-defense”. Ahmaud 

Arbery , 25. Breonna Taylor , 26. Philando Castiel,  32.  Tamir Rice , 12.  Eric Garner , 27. Laquan 

McDonald , 17. Terence Crutcher,  40. Isn’t it extremely disturbing to think that all these innocent 

people had their lives snatched away from them because some racist cop thought they were guilty 

of doing something that they didn’t? This list of names doesn’t even come close to half the people 



who have been misinterpreted and murdered because they were born on the wrong side of the food 

chain.  

If there is something I am proud of today, it’s that I’m a part of the generation that’s going to change 

the world. Generation Z has seen the shackles by which human belief is poisoned, we have seen the 

world crumble and suffer beyond repair, and we have decided to take a stand against it. Be it the 

environment or the government, we will not stay silent. We will fight for what is right, for our elders 

have tried, and failed to do so. We have taken up the fight of the people who sacrificed their lives 

trying to bring a change, trying to make others see what they see, a person for who he is, not for 

how he looks. We are carrying on our shoulders the legacy of Nelson Mandela, of Martin Luther King 

Junior, and of Muhammad Ali. We have stirred something so great, that we have managed to bring 

Anonymous, and even “the witches” on our side. This is the generation raised on Hunger Games, we 

have Harry Potter in our blood, and neither of them gave up easy. 

We aren’t rebels without a cause. Slowly, but surely, change is coming. For decades, Americans have 
been arguing about the confederate and racist monuments bestrewn around the country, and asked 
the government to take them down. Previously, the govt. has always postponed the proposal, but 
when asked to do so this time, agreed. Books on systemic racism have been in large demand in 
stores all over the country. Celebrities have donated millions of pounds to the movement’s affiliated 
organizations, CEOs have resigned to make way for black leaders, brands have been called out for 
their lack of diversity and people have taken the chance to reflect on their own privilege and racial 
ignorance.  “Defunding the police”, is quickly gaining mainstream recognition, and in places like Los 
Angeles and Minneapolis, steps are being taken to spend more money on social services, and 
comparatively lesser on the police forces.   

The most impressive part about this particular movement that started with the unjust killing of one 

46year old man in the state of Minnesota, is that the protests in support of this movement have 

started blowing up WORLDWIDE. Marches in dedication to the movement have been seen in Paris, 

Rome, Tokyo, London and Manchester, in addition to numerous other countries. In Hungary, a silent 

crowd took a knee for 8 minutes and 46 seconds. The coronavirus kept Thai protesters off the 

streets, but on screen, in a massive zoom session. 

They say that the way people protest is wrong, that demonstrating violence is wrong, that looting is 

wrong, that fighting back to police brutality is wrong. What most people don’t realize is, that that’s 

what PROTESTING is about! YOU are fighting against the very thing that’s stopping you. You might 

feel disheartened and vexed when you see that “target” being looted. Can you even imagine how a 

Black American feel when he finds himself being looted every single day? Because that’s 

fundamentally what’s happening in America. George Floyd didn’t start this uprising. This uprising 

started years back, it started in 1954 when African Americans revolted against disenfranchisement 

and racial discriminations in America. George Floyd was the straw that broke the camel’s back. 

People have seen enough, and they are tired of being silent. 

 

Never. Stay. Silent.  

Ananya Giria, Class 11. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


